
Agenda 
City Council Meeting 
December 11th, 2023 

6:30pm 
Baldwin Courtroom, 155 Willingham Avenue, Baldwin, GA 30511 

Call Meeting to Order 

Invocation and Pledge 

Consent Agenda 

a. Approval of Minutes: Council Meeting 11/27/23 and Work Session 12/05/23.

Citizen Comments 

Public Hearings 

Bellamy Zoning Ordinance #2023-11134Z 

Reports 

Court – Susan Newsom 

Old Business 

1. Consideration/Approval of 2nd Reading of Precision Digital SUP Ordinance

#2023-10132Z

2. Consideration/Approval of 2nd Reading of Wrecker Service Ordinance #2023-

11135

3. Consideration/Approval of 2nd Reading of Bellamy Zoning Ordinance #2023-

11134Z

4. Consideration/Approval of Cemetery Plot Revocation Policy

5. Consideration/Approval of Mayor’s Reading Club Proclamation

New Business 

Executive Session 

Announcements 

a. City Offices will be closed on December 22nd and December 25th in observance of
the Christmas holiday and January 1st in observance of New Year’s Day.

b. City Hall will be operating by drive-through and appointment only from Tuesday,
December 26th through Friday, December 29th. To make an appointment with a
member of City Hall staff, please call 706-778-6341.

Adjournment 
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FIRST READING 10/23/2023 

PUBLISHED 10/04/2023 

PASSED 12/11/2023 

 
 

AN ORDINANCE NO. 23-10132Z 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE ZONING MAP OF THE CITY OF 

BALDWIN, GEORGIA, BY GRANTING A SPECIAL USE PERMIT TO 

ALLOW DATA CENTER, CRYPTOCURRENCY MINING AND HIGH 

PERFORMANCE COMPUTIING BUSINESSES TO ALL THAT 

TRACT(S) OR PARCEL(S) OF LAND OWNED BY TDB SOUTHERN 

ENTERPRISES, LLC, AND BEING MAP AND PARCELS 090 008B, 090 

015, 090 014 AND 090 013,IN HABERSHAM COUNTY, GEORGIA AND 

BEING MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED ON AN AUGUST 24, 2022 

PLAT AND PREPARED BY J. SCOTT STROUD, RLS AND BEING 

RECORDED AT PLAT BOOK 73, PAGE 198 OF THE HABERSHAM 

COUNTY DEED RECORDS WHICH IS ATTACHED HERETO AND, 

WHICH IS INCORPORATED BY REFERENCE INTO THIS 

ORDINANCE, AND CURRENTLY ZONED AS LIGHT INDUSTRIAL (LI) 

WITH CONDITIONS; REPEALING CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; TO 

PROVIDE FOR SEVERABILITY; TO PROVIDE FOR AN EFFECTIVE 

DATE; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 

 
 

BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of Baldwin, Georgia as follows: 

 

Section 1. ZONING IMPOSED WITH CONDITIONS. 
 

That from and after the passage of this ordinance the following described lands located 

within the City of Baldwin shall be zoned and so designated on the zoning map of the City of 

Baldwin as Light Industrial (LI) District with the following Special Use Permit: 

Conditional Use Allowed: 
 

(1) Data Centers 

 

(2) Cryptocurrency Mining 

 

(3) High Performance Computing 

DRAFT

Page 3 of 39



Conditions: 
 

Noise levels will not exceed 100 dB, measured at the property line of TDB Southern 

Enterprises, LLC. 

Legal Description: 
 

All that tract or parcel of land lying and being in Land Lots 152, 153, 168 and 169 of the 

10th District of Habersham County, City of Baldwin, Georgia and being designated as PAD 10, 

containing 14.46 acres, more or less, as shown on a plat of survey for Habersham County 

Industrial Park prepared by J. Scott Stroud, RLS, under date of August 24, 2022 and being 

recorded in Plat Book 73, Page 198, Habersham County, Georgia records and which is attached 

hereto, and incorporated by reference hereof, into this legal description. 

Section 2. REPEAL OF CONFLICTING ORDINANCES. 
 

All ordinances and parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed to the 

extent of the conflict. 

Section 3. SEVERABILITY OF PARAGRAPHS. 
 

If any portion of this ordinance shall be invalid or unconstitutional, such invalidity or 

unconstitutionality shall not affect or impair the remaining portions unless it clearly appears that 

other parts are wholly and necessarily dependent upon the part held to be invalid or 

unconstitutional. 

Section 4. AMENDMENT TO THE ZONING MAP. 
 

This ordinance is enacted as an amendment to the zoning map of the City of Baldwin. 

 

Section 5. EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 

The effective date of the zoning conditional use imposed by this ordinance shall be on the 
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date the zoning conditional use is approved by the City of Baldwin, by and through its City 

Council. 

SO ORDAINED this 11th Day of December 2023. 

 

BALDWIN CITY COUNCIL 

 
 

By:   

Mayor Stephanie Almagno 
 

 

 
Council Member Erik Keith 

 

 

 
Council Member Theron Ayers 

 

 

 
Council Member Maarten Venter 

 

 

Attest: 
 

Council Member Alice Venter 
 

 

Erin Gathercoal 

City Clerk DRAFT
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Baldwin Police Department 
155 Willingham Avenue 
Baldwin, Georgia 30511 

(706)776-5256

Approved 12.11.2023 

2024 Wrecker Service Rotation 

Below are the towing services on the City of Baldwin’s rotation for the year 2024. Per 
policy, these towing services are listed in alphabetical order. 

Cantrell’s Towing 
290 North Main Street 
Cornelia, GA 30531 
(706) 776-1434

Hulsey’s Wrecker Service 
1849 Willingham Avenue 
Cornelia, GA 30531 
(706) 778-1764

Ramey’s Towing 
5933 Hwy. 115 East 
Cleveland, Georgia 30528 
(706) 865-4300

**Any questions regarding the Wrecker Service Rotation should be directed to Baldwin 
Police Chief Chris Jones.  
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Baldwin Police Department 
155 Willingham Avenue 
Baldwin, Georgia 30511 

(706)776-5256 
 

Approved 12.11.2023 

Wrecker Service Rotation Protocol 
 

1. The rotation list will start in alphabetical order. 

2. The rotation will start on Sunday night at 0000 hours and will end the following 

Sunday night at 2359 hours. 

3. If an estimated time of arrival given is longer than 30 minutes, the next towing 

service on the list will be notified. 

4. The rotation list is closed for new entries on November 1st. New applications must 

be submitted by November 1st to be eligible for the following year’s rotation list. 

5. Liability insurance must cover the towed vehicle and any of its contents while in 

storage. 

6. Wrecker services must provide effective and efficient lot security. The vehicle 

storage facility must be within 10 miles of the city limits of Baldwin, Georgia. 

7. Wrecker services must maintain regular business hours and have a listed public 

business telephone number. 

8. Wrecker services must provide proof of ownership or a lease agreement for each 

towing vehicle used in its business.  

9. All wrecker services will provide reasonable access to any towed vehicle(s).  

10. The following items and equipment must be maintained on all wreckers and tow 

trucks: 

a. Each vehicle must be permanently marked on both sides of the body or cab 

of the vehicle, in letters and figures in sharp color contrast to the 

background: 

i. The name of the motor carrier and phone number, 

ii. The carrier’s state or federal US DOT number.  

b. Valid registration tag and revalidation decal. 

c. Valid emergency light permit issued by DPS. 

d. Flashing or revolving amber light with 360-degree visibility. 

e. Battery jumper cables and/or a booster box. 

f. Fire extinguisher. 

g. Sweeping broom. 

h. Flat shovel. 

i. Container for debris. 

j. Motorcycle straps (4). 

k. Tow away lamps (tail, stop, and turn signal lights for vehicles being 

towed).  

l. Stopped vehicle warning devices. 

 

 

**Any questions regarding the Wrecker Service Rotation should be directed to Baldwin 
Police Chief Chris Jones. 
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Baldwin Police Department 
155 Willingham Avenue 
Baldwin, Georgia 30511 

(706)776-5256 
 

Approved 12.11.2023 

Wrecker Service Rotation Application 
 
Company Name: _____________________________________________________ 

Address: __________________________ City ____________  Zip Code __________ 

Business Owner/Managing Agent: __________________________________________ 

Phone Number: ( ____)     _____ - ________ 

Emergency Contact (name and number) ( ____)     _____ - ________ 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Are stored vehicles and their contents covered with liability insurance? If yes, for how much? 
 

 Yes; ______________ 

 No. 

Does the vehicle storage area meet the following requirements? 
 

• Minimum 6 ft. tall fence. 

• Proper lighting. 

• Equipped with a lock/enclosed building. 

 

 Yes. 

 No; _________________________________________________________ 

Please provide the following along with your application. Incomplete applications will not 
be considered for the wrecker service rotation. 
 

 Proof of insurance. 

 Photocopy of vehicle registration. 

 Declaration of ownership. 

 Copy of city business license. 

 3-year Motor Vehicle Report from the Georgia Department of Driver Services for each 

driver who will be operating a wrecker or tow truck. 

 Photocopy of the driver’s license for each person who will be operating a wrecker or tow 
truck. 

 A release signed by the business owner and each driver authorizing the City of Baldwin 
Police Department to conduct criminal history background checks. 

 A waiver authorizing the City of Baldwin Police Department to conduct a site visit of 
vehicle storage facilities to ensure compliance with Baldwin’s Wrecker Service Ordinance 

(attached). 

 
Signature of Applicant ________________________       Date ______________ 
 
**Any questions regarding the Wrecker Service Rotation should be directed to Baldwin 
Police Chief Chris Jones. 
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First Reading: November 27th, 2023 1 
 2 

Passed:_____ 3 
 4 
 5 

AN ORDINANCE NO. 2023-11135 6 
 7 
 8 

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING THAT WRECKER SERVICES BE PLACED ON 9 
A ROTATION BASIS FOR SERVICE CALLS; TO PROVIDE FOR A TITLE FOR 10 
SAID ORDINANCE; TO PROVIDE THAT WRECKER SERVICES WITHIN THE 11 
CITY OF BALDWIN, GEORGIA, WHERE THE OWNER OF A MOTOR 12 
VEHICLE FAILS TO DESIGNATE A WRECKER SERVICE FOR THE 13 
REMOVAL OF THE MOTOR VEHICLE FOR WHATEVER REASON, THE CITY 14 
SHALL ONLY CONTACT THOSE WRECKER SERVICES THAT HAVE BEEN 15 
PLACED ON A ROTATIONAL LIST FOR SERVICE CALLS BY THE CITY; TO 16 
ESTABLISH APPROVAL REQUIREMENTS TO BE PLACED ON THE 17 
ROTATIONAL LIST; TO PROVIDE FOR REMOVAL OF A WRECKER 18 
SERVICE FROM THE ROTATIONAL LIST; TO PROVIDE THAT THE 19 
APPROVAL REQUIREMENTS OF THIS ORDINANCE DO NOT APPLY TO 20 
PRIVATE CALLS; TO PROVIDE FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE OF THE 21 
ORDINANCE; TO REPEAL CONFLICTING ORDINANCES AND FOR OTHER 22 
PURPOSES. 23 
 24 
 25 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Baldwin, Georgia is authorized by Article 26 

IV, Section II, Paragraph III the Constitution of the State of Georgia of I 983, and pursuant to its 27 

duly enacted City Charter, to enact ordinances regulating the provision of wrecker services in 28 

cases whereby the owner of a motor vehicle fails to designate a wrecker service for the removal 29 

of his or her motor vehicle; and 30 

WHEREAS, O.C.G.A. § 40-11-2 allows the City of Baldwin, Georgia to establish a 31 

rotational list for wrecker services within the municipal limits of the City of Baldwin, Georgia; 32 

and 33 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Baldwin, Georgia, finds that it is in the best 34 

interest of its citizens to provide for certain standards for wrecker services to be authorized to 35 

answer calls by the City and by the creation of a rotational list of said wrecker services; 36 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of Baldwin, Georgia, and 37 

it is hereby ordained by authority of the same, as follows: 38 

 39 

Section 1:  TITLE. 40 

This ordinance shall be known as the "Rotation of Wrecker Services Ordinance" for the 41 

City of Baldwin, Georgia. 42 

 43 

Section 2:  WRECKER SERVICES PLACED ON ROTATIONAL BASIS FOR 44 
SERVICE CALLS. 45 

In all cases whereby the owner of a motor vehicle fails to designate a wrecker service for 46 

the removal of his or her motor vehicle for whatever reason, inside the City limits, the City shall 47 

contact only those wrecker services which have been approved under this ordinance to be placed 48 

on the City wrecker rotational list and have made application to be placed on the rotating list for 49 

service calls by the City. Due to the administrative burdens of maintaining the rotation list, and 50 

to maintain the quality of service, only three (3) wrecker services shall be on the rotational list 51 

for light duty service. The Chief of Police shall establish weekly rotation lists for light duty 52 

service. The light duty list shall be for light duty operators and shall consist of those having been 53 

approved for light duty service. Motor vehicles requiring a heavy-duty operator providing heavy 54 

duty service shall be selected in accordance with the heavy-duty operator list established by the 55 

Chief of Police and shall be on rotation monthly. Each wrecker service approved shall be placed 56 

on the rotational list for as long as they can demonstrate compliance with the requirements of this 57 

ordinance and shall be used by the City for a period of one week and at the end of the week shall 58 

be placed at the bottom of the list and the light duty list shall be rotated in like manner each 59 

week. The Chief of Police shall have responsibility for the maintenance of records that ensure 60 

that wrecker services placed on this list are in compliance with the requirements of this 61 
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ordinance. Any new wrecker service shall be placed at the bottom of this list for which it is 62 

approved. Within thirty (30) days after a new company is placed on the rotation list a revised 63 

copy of the rotation list will be delivered by personal service or by certified mail to all wrecker 64 

services currently on the rotation list. The Chief of Police shall conduct a meeting with all 65 

wrecker services on the rotation list a minimum of annually. 66 

 67 

Section 3:  APPROVAL REQUIREMENTS TO BE PLACED ON THE 68 
ROTATIONAL LISTS. 69 

 70 
At the time that the wrecker service submits its application to be included on the rotating 71 

list as provided for in Section 2 of this ordinance, the wrecker service shall provide proof to the 72 

City that it has satisfactorily complied with the following requirements: 73 

(a) For light duty list it has a minimum of two (2) wreckers for light duty service or a 74 

minimum of one (1) wrecker which meets the requirements for heavy duty list with 75 

the capacity to handle and transport all types of vehicles including but not limited to 76 

automobiles, pickup trucks, commercial trucks and vans, and buses and tractor 77 

trailers. 78 

(1) Light duty operator that owns or leases at least two (2) wreckers and proof of title 79 

or legally binding and enforceable contracts or leases for at least two (2) wreckers 80 

together with equipment sufficient for each wrecker. A light duty wrecker is a 81 

wrecker that is only able to tow/haul passenger cars, pickup trucks, and vans. One 82 

(1) of the two (2) wreckers may be a heavy-duty wrecker. 83 

(2) For the purpose of distinguishing a heavy-duty wrecker, a heavy-duty wrecker 84 

shall be equipped with air brakes and must have a minimum of twenty-six 85 

thousand and one (26,001) gross vehicle weight (GVW). The wrecker must be 86 
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capable of towing all other types of vehicles including but not limited to 87 

automobiles, pickup trucks, commercial trucks, and vans, buses, and tractor 88 

trailers. 89 

(3) Each lease or contract shall be for a period of not less than twelve (12) months 90 

and must be approved by the City. In the event any lease or contract provided 91 

hereunder is terminated during the period of time that the wrecker service is on 92 

the rotation list, the owner of the wrecker service shall promptly notify the City of 93 

the termination and shall furnish proof of any new lease or contract which shall be 94 

approved by the City. 95 

(4) Any lease or contractual arrangement shall meet each and all requirements as 96 

specified in this section. 97 

(b) The wrecker service will be available and on call for twenty-four (24) hours per day, 98 

seven (7) days per week, during the week that wrecker service has duty as the list 99 

wrecker service. 100 

(c) Proof of liability insurance, garage keeper’s insurance, and garage liability insurance, 101 

covering all loss and damage to vehicles as well as the contents and others in an 102 

amount not less than five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000.00). 103 

(d) Proof of compliance with all local, state, county, and federal inspection requirements 104 

and/or local, state, county, and federal requirements for the operation of a wrecker or 105 

towing service. 106 

(e) An impoundment area with a minimum of one-quarter (1/4) acre located within ten 107 

miles of the geographic limits of the City of Baldwin, Georgia, lighted and adequately 108 

secured or guarded. Such impoundment area shall be equipped with a perimeter fence 109 

equal to or greater than six feet in height.  110 
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(f) Ownership of a two-way business band radio with applicable license or other method 111 

of communication such as cellular telephone. A citizens band radio is not an 112 

acceptable method for communication under this section. 113 

(g) All vehicle operators shall have the proper driver’s license for type of vehicle which 114 

they are operating. All vehicles are appropriately insured and maintained in safe 115 

operating condition as required by applicable local, state, and federal requirements for 116 

the operation of motor vehicles. 117 

(h) That it will not charge fees or rates in excess of the amounts promulgated as provided 118 

in Section 6 of this Ordinance. The Chief of Police shall conduct an annual review of 119 

the schedules of fees and determine if they are adequate or should be revised. The fee 120 

schedule is not applicable to private calls. 121 

(i) In addition to basic services provided by the wrecker service, the following duties are 122 

required for the wrecker service to continue to be on the list. 123 

(1) The wrecker service shall respond promptly to calls for service (within twenty 124 

(20) minutes) unless there are extenuating circumstances. 125 

(2) The wrecker service shall clean up all debris from the street or area of the 126 

wreck. 127 

(3) The wrecker service upon impoundment of the motor vehicle shall promptly 128 

make an inventory of the vehicle and all personal property and provide a 129 

receipt of the inventory to the owner/operator of the vehicle. 130 

(4) In the event a wrecker service is unable to respond for a call for service, the 131 

next-listed wrecker service will be called. Wrecker services on the rotational 132 

list shall not designate that another service take their calls. 133 
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(5) At all times keep the City notified as to the name, owner, address, and 134 

telephone number of the wrecker service. The wrecker service will 135 

immediately notify the City of any change in liability insurance coverage or 136 

change in the status of their wrecker fleet. The wrecker service shall also 137 

immediately notify the City of any changes in their employee roster or 138 

employee's driving privileges. 139 

(6) It shall be the responsibility of the wrecker service owner to provide the Chief 140 

of Police with proofs of compliance with these requirements as may be 141 

necessary for the maintenance of their records. 142 

 143 

(j) Proof that the wrecker service has a City of Baldwin Occupational Tax license. 144 

(k) Proof that the wrecker service has workers’ compensation insurance in compliance 145 

with Georgia law. In the event that a wrecker service does not have workers’ 146 

compensation insurance, the wrecker service shall sign an agreement holding the City 147 

of Baldwin harmless for any and all liability arising from the performance of the 148 

wrecker service’s duties under this Ordinance.  149 

 150 

Section 4:  REMOVAL FROM THE ROTATION LIST. 151 

In the event the wrecker service which has been approved by the City for inclusion on the 152 

rotation list fails to meet the requirements provided for herein, or violates any of the approval 153 

specifications, then the Chief of Police shall have the authority to remove the wrecker service 154 

from the rotation list. The wrecker service may be excluded from the rotation list for a period not 155 

exceeding one (1) year at which time the wrecker service may make application to be returned to 156 

the rotation list. The wrecker service upon approval shall be placed at the bottom of the list. 157 
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 158 

Section 5:  APPROVAL REQUIREMENTS DO NOT APPLY TO PRIVATE 159 
CALLS. 160 

 161 
Nothing in this ordinance shall be construed as preventing the owner of a motor vehicle 162 

from contracting a wrecker service of his or her choice, nor in any way limiting the requirements 163 

of fees for a wrecker service which does not choose to be placed on the rotation list provided 164 

herein, provided the wrecker service responds promptly and cleans up all glass and wreckage 165 

debris from the street or area of the work, and complies with municipal ordinances, state laws, 166 

federal regulations or laws. 167 

 168 

Section 6:  MAXIMUM FEES OR RATES BY WRECKER SERVICES ON 169 
THE ROTATIONAL LIST. 170 

 171 
Any wrecker service on the rotational list will not charge fees or rates in excess of the 172 

amounts outlined in a written policy to be promulgated by the Chief Administrative Officer of 173 

the City of Baldwin, Georgia. Such written policy may be amended from time to time by the 174 

Chief Administrative Officer and a version of the written policy, current at the time of passage of 175 

this Ordinance, is attached hereto as “Exhibit A.” 176 

 177 

Section 7:  EFFECTIVE DATE. 178 

The effective date of this ordinance will be upon its passage by the City Council of the 179 

City of Baldwin, Georgia. 180 

 181 

Section 8:  REPEAL OF CONFLICTING ORDINANCES. 182 

Any part of any prior ordinance in conflict with this ordinance is hereby repealed to the 183 

extent of such conflict.  184 
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SO ORDAINED this _________ day of ____________, _______ 185 

186 

By:_______________________________________ 187 
Mayor Stephanie Almagno 188 

189 
__________________________________________ 190 
Council Member Erik Keith 191 

192 
__________________________________________ 193 
Council Member Theron Ayers 194 

195 
__________________________________________ 196 
Council Member Maarten Venter 197 

198 
__________________________________________ 199 
Council Member Alice Venter 200 

201 
Attest: 202 

203 
204 

___________________________ 205 
Erin Gathercoal, City Clerk 206 

207 
208 
209 
210 
211 
212 
213 
214 
215 
216 
217 
218 
219 
220 
221 
222 
223 
224 
225 
226 
227 
228 
229 

DRAFT

Page 16 of 39



EXHIBIT A 230 
231 

SCHEDULE OF FEES* 232 

Any wrecker service on the rotational list will not charge fees or rates in excess of the 233 

following amounts: 234 

(1) Services of light duty wrecker for undamaged vehicles (passenger cars, pickup trucks,235 

and vans):236 

a. Basic tow job inside city limits. $400.00 237 

(2) Services of light duty wrecker for vehicle recovery $300.00 238 

(3) Ancillary Services:239 

a. Additional Debris Clean Up $150.00 240 

b. 1st Administrative Letter $100.00 241 

c. 2nd Administrative Letter $175.00 242 

(4) Services of heavy-duty wrecker (wrecker for all vehicles other than passenger cars,243 

pickup trucks, and vans):244 

a. Price Per Call to be approved by Chief of Police245 

(5) Storage of Vehicles:246 

a. Daily Storage Fee $80.00 247 

248 
249 

*Fees to be re-evaluated annually250 
*Annual increase shall not exceed 25% of current fees251 

252 
253 
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 FIRST READING November 27th, 2023 

 

PUBLISHED November 17th, 2023 

 

ZONING HEARING December 11th, 2023 

 

 PASSED ___________ 

 

 

 AN ORDINANCE NO. 2023-11134Z 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE ZONING MAP OF THE CITY OF 

BALDWIN, GEORGIA, BY ZONING ALL THOSE TRACTS OR PARCEL 

OF LAND OWNED BY JACOB BELLAMY AND BEING .87 ACRES, 

MORE OR LESS, BEING TRACT 5 OF TAX MAP PARCEL 091D 041A 

AND LYING AND BEING IN LAND LOT 170 OF THE 10TH LAND 

DISTRICT OF HABERSHAM COUNTY, GEORGIA AND BEING MORE 

PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED ON A DEED OR PLAT WHICH IS 

ATTACHED HERETO AND, WHICH IS INCORPORATED BY 

REFERENCE INTO THIS ORDINANCE, FROM RESIDENTIAL SINGLE 

FAMILY DISTRICT (R2) TO NEIGHBORHOOD COMMERCIAL 

DISTRICT (NC), WITHOUT CONDITIONS; REPEALING 

CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; TO PROVIDE FOR SEVERABILITY; 

TO PROVIDE FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND FOR OTHER 

PURPOSES. 

 

 

BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of Baldwin, Georgia as follows: 

 

Section 1. ZONING IMPOSED WITH CONDITIONS. 

That from and after the passage of this ordinance the following described lands to be 

annexed into the City of Baldwin shall be zoned and so designated on the zoning map of the City 

of Baldwin as Neighborhood Commercial (NC) being approximately .87 acres and with the 

following conditions: 

Conditions:   

a. none. 

 Legal Description: 
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All that tract or parcel of land being approximately .87 acres, being Tax Map Parcel 

091D 041A, and lying and being in Land Lot 170 of the 10th Land District of Habersham 

County, Georgia and more particularly described on a deed or plat, and which is attached hereto, 

and incorporated by reference hereof, into this legal description. 

Section 2. REPEAL OF CONFLICTING ORDINANCES. 

All ordinances and parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed to the 

extent of the conflict.   

Section 3. SEVERABILITY OF PARAGRAPHS. 

If any portion of this ordinance shall be invalid or unconstitutional, such invalidity or 

unconstitutionality shall not affect or impair the remaining portions unless it clearly appears that 

other parts are wholly and necessarily dependent upon the part held to be invalid or 

unconstitutional. 

Section 4. AMENDMENT TO THE ZONING MAP. 

This ordinance is enacted as an amendment to the zoning map of the City of Baldwin.   

Section 5. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

The effective date of the zoning classification imposed by this ordinance shall be on the 

later of: 

(A) The date the zoning classification is approved by the City of Baldwin, by and through 

its City Council; or  

(B) The date that the annexation of the subject property becomes effective pursuant to 

Georgia law. 

SO ORDAINED this 11th day of December 2023. 
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BALDWIN CITY COUNCIL 

 

 

      By:___________________________________ 

Mayor Stephanie Almagno 

 

 

___________________________________ 

Council Member Erik Keith 

 

 

___________________________________ 

Council Member Theron Ayers 

 

 

___________________________________ 

Council Member Maarten Venter 

 

 

___________________________________ 

Council Member Alice Venter 

 

Attest: 

 

 

_______________________ 

Erin Gathercoal 

City Clerk 
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Cemetery Rules & Regulations 
Office of the City Clerk 

P. O. Box 247 
186 Hwy 441 Bypass, Baldwin, GA 30511 

 

Cemetery Rules & Regulations  Page 1 of 6 
Updated 07.24.2023 

Statement of Policy: 

The Rules and Regulations for Baldwin City Cemetery are reviewed and approved by the 
Baldwin City Council to govern the operations and functions of the Baldwin Cemetery. 
These rules and regulations were created in order to maintain the Cemetery in a 
condition wherein individual solace and memory may be sought and to accommodate, to 
the greatest degree possible, the memorial intent of those who care for the interred. 

The Cemetery is not one of perpetual care and the City of Baldwin is under no 
obligation to maintain any set standard for its care and upkeep. The City does, 
however, endeavor to provide general maintenance and care to the Cemetery in 
keeping with its purpose of the reverent interment of the dead. 

The City shall not be held liable for errors or damages which may occur from 
misinterpretation of telephone instructions from lot owners, their legal representatives, 
or funeral directors acting on behalf of the owner or their heirs.  

The City has the right to change, modify, or re-plat any part of the Cemetery. 
Cemetery patrons who have questions or concerns may contact Baldwin City Hall at 
706-778-6341. 

Map and Development Plans 

The City maintains a cemetery map and development plan defining available, 
purchased, and occupied cemetery lots, as well as future development. 

The Mayor and City Council shall establish rules and regulations for the use of the 
Baldwin Cemetery relating to: 

• Subdividing the Cemetery into lots, 

• Capacity of each lot,  

• Location of graves, and 

• Types of plants, monuments, and markers permitted for the proper and 
most attractive development of the City Cemetery. 
 

Said rules shall be kept in the office of the City Clerk and are available to the public. 

Entry to Cemetery 

Visitors to the cemetery enter at their own risk. While every effort is made to ensure the 
safety of the public, cemeteries can be dangerous places due to uneven ground, unstable 
headstones, etc. Members of the public should not go near open excavations or soil 
heaps, as the ground is unstable. The City is not liable for any injuries sustained while 
visiting the Cemetery. It shall be unlawful for any person to be on the premises of the 
Cemetery between the hours of sunset and the following sunrise.  
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Cemetery Rules & Regulations  Page 2 of 6 
Approved 08.14.2023 
Updated 12.11.2023 

Notification Required for Grave Digging 

It shall be unlawful for any person to dig a grave in the Baldwin Cemetery without first 
notifying the City Clerk or Chief Administrative Officer during normal business hours 
within 24 hours of digging at the site. Failure to notify could result in a fine. 

Notice of Interment 

A written Notice of Interment and appropriate payment must be delivered to Baldwin 
City Hall as soon as possible prior to any interment in any grave. All funeral home 
directors should contact City Hall in sufficient time to ensure that our records reflect the 
information given to them and to make sure full payment was made for the burial site. 

Baldwin City Hall is open Monday – Friday, 8:30 am – 4:30 pm and is closed on 
weekends and the following official City Holidays: 

New Year’s Day, Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, President’s Day, Good Friay, Memorial 
Day, Juneteenth, Independence Day, Labor Day, Columbus Day, Veterans’ Day, 
Thanksgiving Day, the day after Thanksgiving, Christmas Eve, and Christmas Day. 

Human Burials Only 

Only the remains of human beings shall be buried at Baldwin Cemetery. 

Rules for Interment 

No deceased person shall be interred in the Baldwin Cemetery until it has been verified 
that: 

1. The lot in which burial is to be made has been paid in full.  
2. The person arranging for such burial has the right to the use of such lot. 
3. Such lot is not used beyond its capacity. 
4. Proper record is made of the name and age of the deceased person and of the exact 

location of the grave. 
5. All state and local health laws are in full compliance. 
6. All caskets must be in vaults. 

 

Exhumation Notification Required 

No person shall exhume or remove any corpse from the Baldwin Cemetery without 
written notice to the Chief Administrative Officer and City Clerk, a court order 
authorizing exhumation, and a notice from the county coroner. Any exhumations must 
be conducted in the presence of the coroner (or respective agent) and a city official. 

Purchasing Cemetery Lots 

Any person desiring to purchase lots in Baldwin Cemetery may contact City Hall by 
phone at 706-778-6341. All lots shall be sold subject to the rules and regulations now in 
force or which may be adopted. Such lots shall be used for no other purpose than the 
burial of human remains.  

All 5’ x 10’ burial plots currently cost $600.00 each and these plots are only available in  
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the new section of Baldwin Cemetery. There are currently no plots available for 
purchase in the old section of the Baldwin Cemetery. 

Only one body shall be buried in any one grave space. Cemetery deeds for a grave space, 
however, may be equally divided into two 5’ x 5’ grave spaces to allow for the burial of 
cremation urns. Only one urn may be buried in each 5’ x 5’ grave space. 

Revocation of Cemetery Plots 

In the event that a purchaser of a cemetery plot no longer needs said plot, they may 
revoke any rights back to the City of Baldwin and receive reimbursement for funds paid 
for the plot in one of two ways: 

1.) If a cemetery plot was purchased in full and the owner wishes to revoke any claim 
to said plot, they may sell the plot back to the City of Baldwin upon providing 
proof of ownership (a cemetery lot certificate issued by the City with matching 
government identification) and/or proof of payment made in full. The owner 
must also sign a deed releasing all claims or interest to the cemetery plot. Upon 
approval by the Chief Administrative Officer, the City will issue a payment check 
to the owner for the amount paid for the cemetery plot within 30-60 days.  
 

2.) If a cemetery plot is being purchased under a payment plan with the City of 
Baldwin and the purchaser wishes to give up any claim to said plot, they may 
revoke their payment plan and receive reimbursement from the City of Baldwin 
upon providing proof of contract for said plot (with matching government 
identification) and proof of payments made. The purchaser must also sign a deed 
releasing all claims or interest to the cemetery plot and acknowledging that they 
will be unable to utilize the cemetery lot payment plan for future purchases from 
the City of Baldwin. Upon approval of the Chief Administrative Officer, the City 
will reimburse the purchaser in one of two ways: 

 
a. The City of Baldwin will issue a reimbursement check for the amount paid 

on the payment plan to the purchaser of the cemetery plot within 30-60 
days, or; 
 

b. The City of Baldwin will transfer the amount paid on a payment plan to a 
different Baldwin cemetery plot’s payment plan. Any amount exceeding 
the total cost of a cemetery plot will be refunded to the purchaser by check 
within 30-60 days.  
 

Restrictions 

The planting of flowers, trees, shrubs, or any other effort to improve or beautify any lot 
within the Baldwin Cemetery shall not be allowed. No signs, notices, or advertisements 
of any kind shall be allowed in the cemetery, except those by the City. 

All remains to be buried shall be placed in a coffin or casket that meets all State of 
Georgia requirements. Said coffin or casket shall then be placed in a rigid outer 
receptacle made of metal, concrete, fiberglass, plastic, or similar water-resistant 
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material. The City maintains the right to approve all outer receptacles to be used in the 
cemetery. 

Removal of Trees and Shrubbery 

If any tree or shrub (by means of its roots or branches) becomes detrimental in any 
way to the adjoining lot, avenue, or walk, it shall be the duty and privilege of the City of 
Baldwin to enter the lot and remove the tree(s), shrub(s), or any part thereof. No 
tree growing in any lot or border shall be pruned or removed without the consent of 
the City of Baldwin. 

Authority to Remove Items 

The City of Baldwin shall have the authority to remove all flowers, weeds, trees, shrubs, 
or other plants of any kind from the Cemetery in the event they become unsightly, 
dangerous, detrimental, or diseased as determined by the Chief Administrative Officer. 
The City shall not be liable for damage to floral pieces, baskets, or picture frames in/to 
which floral pieces are attached.  

Improvements or Alterations 

It shall be unlawful for any person to build or erect any wall, coping, or curbing around 
or on any lot in the Baldwin Cemetery without first obtaining written permission from 
the City at least 24 hours prior to its installation. The form requesting coping around a 
cemetery lot may be obtained at City Hall or by calling 706-778-6341. The 
measurements and corners of the cemetery lot must be verified by the City Clerk or 
Chief Administrative Officer before permission is granted to the lot owner or their 
heir(s) to erect any coping or similar improvement. 

Written consent from the City Clerk or Chief Administrative Officer is required for any 
other improvements or alterations of deeded lots within the Cemetery. Such 
improvements or alterations are subject to the satisfaction and approval of the City upon 
completion. The City of Baldwin reserves the right, at the expense of the lot owner, to 
remove or change improvements made without the City’s written approval or in the 
event that the improvements become unsightly in the City’s judgement.  

Malicious Intent 

It shall be unlawful for any person do the following: 

1. Disturb any grave.
2. Deface, disturb, or remove any monument or marker/ornament from any grave.
3. Destroy or damage any tree, shrub, or flowers planted or placed within the

Cemetery.
4. Commit any other trespass within the cemetery.
5. Be on the Cemetery premises from sunset to the following sunrise.

Those found in violation shall be fully prosecuted. 

Cemetery Care 
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The responsibility of Baldwin Cemetery’s general care is assumed by the City of Baldwin, 
including the cutting of grass at reasonable intervals, raking and cleaning of the 
grounds, and pruning shrubs and trees placed by the City. General care provided by the 
City shall not include the maintenance, repair, or replacement of any marker, 
monument, or memorial. The City shall not be responsible for any special work in the 
Cemetery, including but not limited to, any work caused by the impoverishment of the 
soil or reconstruction of any marble or granite work within the Cemetery. 

Family Plots Inalienable 

Reversion to City. Whenever an interment of the remains of a member or a relative of a 
member of the family of the record owner, or the remains of the record owner, is made 
in a plot transferred by deed or certificate of ownership to an individual owner and the 
owner dies without making disposition of the plot either in their will by a specific device, 
or by a written declaration filed and recorded in the office of the City Clerk, the cemetery 
plot thereby becomes inalienable and shall be held as the family plot of the owner, with 
title to the same reverting to the City for protection of those who may be interred 
therein. 

Right to burial without consent. In a family plot, one grave, niche, or crypt may be used 
for the owner’s interment; one for the owner’s surviving spouse, if any, who by law has a 
right of interment in it; and in those remaining, if any, the parents and children of the 
deceased owner, in order of death, may be interred without the consent of any person 
claiming any interest in the plot. 

Order of right of interment. If no parent or child survives, the right of interment goes in 
the order of death, first, to the spouse of any child of the record owner, and second, in 
the order of death, to the next heir at law of the owner or the spouse of any heir at law. 

Interment right waived in favor of other relatives. Any surviving spouse, parent, child, 
or heir with the right of interment in a family plot may waive such right in favor of any 
other relative, or spouse of a relative, of either deceased owner or of their spouse, and 
upon such waiver the remains of the person in whose favor the waiver is made may be 
interred in the plot. 

 

Vested Right of Spouse & Joinder Prerequisite 

No conveyance or other action of the owner without the written consent or joinder of the 
spouse of the owner divests the spouse of a vested right of interment, except that a final 
decree of divorce between them terminates the vested right of interment unless 
otherwise provided in the decree. 

Plots with Multiple Owners/Designated Owner 

If a cemetery plot has several owners of the rights of interment, they may designate one 
or more persons to represent the plot, lot, or space and file written notice of designation 
with the City Clerk. In the absence of such notice or of written objection to its so doing, 
the City is not liable to any owner for interring or permitting an interment or refusing an 
interment in the plot upon the request or direction of any co-owners of the plot. 
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Cope of Vested Right 

No vested right of interment gives to any person the right to have their remains interred 
in any interment space in which the remains of any deceased having a prior vested right 
of interment have been interred, nor does it give any person the right to have the 
remains of more than one deceased person interred in a single interment space. 

Delay of Interment, Liability, and Right of the City 

The City shall be in no way liable for any delay in the interment of a body where a 
protest to the interment has been made, or where these rules and regulations are not in 
compliance. The City reserves the right, under such circumstances, to place the body in 
a funeral home or a receiving vault until the full rights have been determined. The City 
may require any protest to be in writing and to be filed in the office of the City Clerk.  
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GCS Mayor’s Reading Club   v2, August 2023 

2
 Introduction 

Mayor’s Reading Club Program 
Welcome to the Mayor’s Reading Club Program offered by Georgia City Solutions, a nonprofit managed 
by the Georgia Municipal Association (GMA)! 

Literacy is not just an education issue. It is an economic, workforce, and quality of life issue. We know 
that the major challenges which hold cities and their residents back are grounded in the outcomes of 
intergenerational poverty - such as low academic achievement, disengaged youth, and a deficient 
pipeline of qualified workers to fill local jobs.  

Given the scope of these challenges, municipal leaders cannot solve them on their own. Collaborative 
efforts and strategic partnerships must be undertaken which require the active involvement of state and 
local government officials, as well as the private and nonprofit sectors, academia, the philanthropic 
community, and individuals impacted by these challenges.   

As mayor, you are in a unique position and well suited to convene stakeholders in your community to 
address these persistent challenges. Georgia City Solutions is honored and excited to partner with you 
and cities across Georgia to elevate and bring awareness about the importance and power of early 
reading through the Mayor’s Reading Club Program.  

Enclosed is the Mayor’s Reading Club Program Starter Kit which includes the following: 
• A copy of books in the GCS children’s book series:

   Georgia Caroline Visits City Hall  
   Georgia Caroline Visits Our Hometown Heroes 

• Companion Lesson Plans for Kindergarten and Third Grade for Georgia Caroline Visits City Hall
• Mayor’s Reading Club Proclamation template
• Program Implementation and Resource Guide

Thank you for your leadership and commitment to improving literacy in your community. Your 
participation in the Mayor’s Reading Club Program is helping to improve Georgia’s economic vitality one 
book at a time! 
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PROCLAMATION 

WHEREAS, literacy is not just an education issue. It is an economic, workforce, and quality of life issue; 

and 

WHEREAS, research shows that children who can’t read proficiently by the end of third grade are more 

likely to experience poor health, have discipline problems, and drop out of high school; and 

WHEREAS, each year in the United States, low literacy levels are linked to hundreds of billions of 

dollars in non-productivity, healthcare, and judicial costs; and 

WHEREAS, 68% of Georgia fourth graders do not read proficiently; and 

WHEREAS, collaborative efforts and strategic partnerships must be undertaken to address literacy 

issues; and  

WHEREAS, the Mayor’s Reading Club program is offered through Georgia City Solutions, a Georgia 

Municipal Association managed nonprofit; and  

WHEREAS, the goal of the program is to improve literacy skills and overall success with early reading 

among children and youth in Georgia cities through encouragement, support, and leadership from city 

mayors; and 

WHEREAS, Georgia City Solutions has commissioned a children’s book series to use as part of the 

program to teach young readers about local government and a copy of the first two books in the series 

titled, Georgia Caroline Visits City Hall and Georgia Caroline Visits Our Hometown Heroes, is provided 

in the program starter-kit; and 

WHEREAS, the Mayor’s Reading Club is flexible and can be delivered in person or virtually and 

promotes partnerships and collaboration between the city, county, schools, public libraries, local 

nonprofits, and business community.   

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Stephanie Almagno, Mayor of the City of Baldwin, Georgia, do hereby join the 

Mayor’s Reading Club program and proclaim June 7th as: 

“MAYOR’S READING CLUB DAY” 

in Baldwin, Georgia and encourage all residents, businesses, and community partners to help promote and 

elevate literacy as a community priority and support the Mayor’s Reading Club to improve Georgia’s 

economic vitality one book at a time.  

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and seal this ____ day of ___________, 20____. 

___________________________________ 

Stephanie Almagno, Mayor 
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