
Agenda 
City Council Work Session 

June 6th, 2023 
6:30pm 

Baldwin Courtroom, 155 Willingham Avenue, Baldwin, GA 30511 

Call Meeting to Order 

Public Hearing 

HCDA Annexation Request Ordinance #2023-05124A 

Old Business 

New Business 

1. MOU for Fire Truck

2. Improvements to Courtroom

3. Justice One Contract

4. Ratify Valvoline Decision

Announcements 

a. The Piedmont Library System Pop Up Rolling Library will be set up at the
Farmers’ Market in Baldwin from 11 am – 12:00 pm this Friday and every Friday
through the end of July. We encourage all our residents, especially those with
children, to come and check out or return books. This is available to anyone with
a PINES library card. Cards can be issued on site for those that do not currently
have one. Additionally, those attending the Pop Up Rolling Library with children
will also receive food bags courtesy of the Food Bank of Northeast Georgia.

b. Join us for The Baldwin Water War this Saturday June 10th from 2:30 – 4:30 pm
at Mitchell Gailey Park! Bring your water guns and a towel and join us to kick off
summer vacation and beat the heat! We will have some water guns to share, but if
you have your own, please bring it so as many people possible can participate.
Sign up today at City Hall, on the Facebook event, or email
baldwinevents@cityofbaldwin.org

c. City offices will be closed Monday, June 19th, in observance of Juneteenth.
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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN CITY OF BALDWIN, GEORGIA 

AND STEPHENS COUNTY, GEORGIA 

REGARDING THE TRANSFER OF A 1999 AMERICAN LAFRANCE FIRE ENGINE/PUMPER 

COMES NOW Baldwin, Georgia, a municipal corporation of the State of Georgia acting by and 

through its duly authorized governing authority, the City Council of the City of Baldwin, Georgia ("City of 

Baldwin") and Stephens County, a political subdivision of the State of Georgia acting by and through its 

duly elected Board of Commissioners, ("Stephens County"), with Stephens County and City of Baldwin 

collectively referred to as the Parties. The Parties hereinafter express their intention to undertake the 

following: 

WHEREAS, the Parties are authorized to enter into this Agreement in accordance with Article IX, 

Section Ill, Paragraph I of the Constitution of the State of Georgia; and 

WHEREAS, that constitutional provision authorizes the Parties to enter into an agreement "for 

the joint or separate use of facilities or equipment; but such contracts must deal with activities, services, 

or facilities which the contracting parties are authorized by law to undertake or provide .... " (Georgia 

Constitution, Article IX, Section Ill, Paragraph I); and 

WHEREAS, the Parties are the entities responsible for directing and controlling all property of 

their respective counties (O.C.G.A. 36-5-22.1); and 

WHEREAS, City of Baldwin owns a 1999 American La France Engine/Pumper, VIN 

4Z36EJCBSXRF11263, (the 'fire engine'); and 

WHEREAS, City of Baldwin has designated said fire engine as surplus; however, the designation 

of surplus is not intended, nor should it be construed, as suggesting that the fire engine is wholly 

without value; it is merely surplus property to City of Baldwin and the City of Baldwin Fire Department; 

and 

WHEREAS, City of Baldwin has concluded that cost savings could be achieved if a neighboring 

jurisdiction were willing to take possession of the fire engine and relieve City of Baldwin of any further 

maintenance, upkeep, and/or insurance payments while providing a benefit to the neighboring 

jurisdiction; and 

WHEREAS, Stephens County Fire Department has communicated an interest in receiving the fire 

engine from City of Baldwin and has expressed an intent to place same into service as part Stephens 

County's fleet of firefighting vehicles; and 

NOW THEREFORE, based upon the statements set forth in the above Preamble - with same 

being incorporated herein by reference and forming a material and substantive part of this 

Memorandum of Understanding ("MOU") - and for other good and valuable consideration exchanged 

the receipt and sufficiency of which are acknowledged by the signatures below, the Parties do agree to 

the following: 
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1. Obligations.

Within fifteen (15) days of this MOU being ratified by both Parties, City of Baldwin shall transfer to 

Stephens County ownership, free of liens or claims, of the fire engine described above. To the extent 

required by Stephens County, this MOU constitutes a Bill of Sale. 

2. No Warranties or Guarantees.

It is understood and agreed by Stephens County, including its respective officers, agents, assigns, 

servants, successors, attorneys, elected officials, appointed officials, and insurance carriers (hereinafter 

"RELEASORS") that the fire engine is accepted AS IS-with the exception of there being no liens or 

claims on same - and that City of Baldwin, including its respective officers, agents, assigns, servants, 

successors, attorneys, elected officials, appointed officials, and insurance carriers (hereinafter 

"RELEASEES") have made no warranties or guarantees as to the condition or reliability of the fire 

engine. Further, RELEASORS specifically understand and acknowledge that the fire engine may be in 

need of repair/updates/programming or remediation prior to safe use or operation. Moreover, 

RELEASORS do hereby agree that this MOU shall encompass all claims and demands whatsoever that 

could ever be asserted against RELEASE ES, at law or in equity, for, upon, arising from, or by reason of 

any damages, loss, or injury, whether known or unknown, which may be traced either directly or 

indirectly to the transfer of ownership to and use of the fire engine as now appearing or as may appear 

at any time in the future, no matter how remotely they may be related to said transfer. Without limiting 

the generality of the foregoing, this MOU is specifically intended to include any and all claims under 

state or federal law, either known or unknown, related to any express or implied warranties that may or 

may not apply to the transfer of the fire engine to RELEASORS. 

3. Governing Law.

This Agreement shall be construed and governed in accordance with the laws of the State of Georgia. 

4, Authority to Enter Agreement. 

Each individual who executes this MOU on behalf of his or her respective Party agrees and represents 

that he or she is authorized to do so and further agrees and represents that this Agreement has been 

duly passed upon by his or her respective government or board in accordance with all applicable laws. 

The Parties hereto agree that this Agreement is an intergovernmental contract, and is entered into 

pursuant to Article IX, Section Ill, Paragraph I of the Constitution of the State of Georgia of 1983. 

5. Severability.

If any sentence, phrase, provision, portion, or clause of this MOU should at any time be declared or 

adjudged invalid, unlawful, unconstitutional, or unenforceable for any reason, said adjudication or 

declaration shall in no manner or way affect the other sentences, phrases, provisions, portions, or 

clauses hereof, and all remaining portions shall remain in full force and effect as if the portion adjudged 

or declared invalid was not originally a part hereof. 
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6. Construction.

Should any provision of this MOU require interpretation or construction, is agreed by the Parties hereto 

that the court, administrative body, or other entity interpreting or constructing this MOU shall not apply 

a presumption that the provisions hereof shall be more strictly construed against one party by reason of 

the rule of construction that a document is to be construed more strictly against the party who itself or 

through its agents prepared the same, it being agreed that all parties hereto and their respective 

attorneys and agents have fully participated in the preparation of all provisions of this Agreement. 

So agreed, on this ___ day of April, 2023. 

City of Baldwin 

By: 

Alice Venter, Acting Mayor 

City of Baldwin, GA 

Attest: 

Emily Wood master, CAO, City Clerk 

Stephens County 

By: 

ennis Bell, Ctiairman 

Stephens County Board of Commissioners 

Attest: 

s/1) J!'ffi)\\ic1 itUJlQSL 
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